SaskTel Mendel Art Caravan project by children at Living Artfully, June 3, 2006. (Photo by John Penner)
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On the Cover: Buffalo Particles Painted Tipi

Painted tipis connect us with the Spirit Beings. Each has a ceremony for a specific purpose—helping to predict the future,
calling the buffalo, or calling a storm. Each design protects the family inside and helps them to live happy, successful, and safe
lives. Created in the Blackfoot tradition, Buffalo Particles painted tipi is a contemporary design based on a vision | had of Bison
swirling in a vortex. The bottom red and black lines represent people and their relationship to the earth. The gradual upward
gradation of the triangles represent the upward movement of the land to the sky. When viewed from above, they create a
swirling motion like a vortex. The circles on the flaps represent the two star systems, Pleiades and Ursa Major, that tell stories
of our connection to the stars. While the design has not yet been formally transferred, the tipi has taken its place within the
Blackfoot camp and other gatherings. Like other visions, its story continues to reveal itself...

— Adrian A. Stimson



Left to right: Honourary Chairs Eva Mendel Miller and Dr. Max Miller; Max Miller with great grandchild, Max Bixby

REMEMBERING DR. MAX MILLER (1915-2006)

On April 25, 2006, Dr. Max Miller, Honourary Chair of the Mendel Art Gallery’s Board of
Trustees and a long-time friend and supporter of the Mendel, passed away. He was ninety-
one years of age. The Board of Trustees, staff, volunteers, members, and friends of the
Mendel Art Gallery express deepest condolences to Eva Mendel Miller and her family.

Max Joseph Miller was born in Saskatchewan in 1915, the son of Frank and Fanny Miller,
of Asquith and Saskatoon. Max studied at the University of Saskatchewan and McGill
University, before earning a PhD in Parasitology from Tulane University, New Orleans,
and an MD from Queen’s University, specializing in Tropical Medicine. Over the course of
his long career, he held many professorships and consultancies, including Director of the
Liberian Institute of Tropical Medicine; Professor and Chairman, Department of Tropical
Medicine at Tulane University; and President and Chairman of the 11th International
Congress for Tropical Medicine and Malaria. A prolific writer, Dr. Miller published or
co-authored more than 85 medical reports and articles. Towards the end of his life, he
published two articles in The Canadian Journal of Cardiology detailing his pioneering
experiments on the development of heatshock proteins in the human body, and their
importance to health and longevity. He was working on a third article at the time of his
death.

Married in 1947 to Eva Mendel, daughter of the Gallery’s founder, Fred Mendel, Max’s
working life took the couple and their family on extensive travels around the world, through
Africa, Asia, Australia, and Central and South America. In 1976, the Millers returned to
Canada to live on a cattle ranch in Priddis, Alberta, near Calgary.

Encouraged by his artist wife, Max became a serious student of indigenous art,
particularly African and Pre-Columbian artefacts. Together, Max and Eva accumulated
an outstanding collection of traditional cultural artefacts and contemporary works of art
representative of the countries in which he worked. In 2001, a sampling of the family’s
holdings were presented by the Mendel Art Gallery in a remarkable exhibition titled
Voyages: Selections From the Collection of Max J. Miller, Eva Mendel Miller, and Family.

Max was a warm, generous-spirited man whose charisma, intellect, and humour will
be deeply missed by all who knew him. He is survived by his loving family: his wife, Eva
(Mendel); his three daughters, Susan Bixby (Chris), Linda Crawford (Dale), and Deborah
Miller (Jay Winans); six grandchildren, Ben Crawford, Miriam Bixby (Eric Chang), Joshua
Bixby (lillian Watkins), Jonathan Bixby (Shannon Wall), Andy Crawford, Elizabeth Winans,
and one great-grandchild, his namesake, Max Bixby. Three more great-grandchildren are
expected this summer.

An remembrance of Max by his wife, Eva Mendel Miller, appears on page 43.






















































































































